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Dear Friend,

This July, we’re reflecting on what it takes for nonprofits to thrive.

In a time of growing need and limited resources, we believe the best way forward
is by working together. The challenges we face — like workforce access,
credentialing, and systemic inequity — are all connected. That means our
solutions need to be connected too.

None of us can afford to operate in isolation. This moment calls for bold thinking,
shared responsibility, and investment in the infrastructure that helps us to work
hand in hand.

As we look ahead, we’re focused on building stronger partnerships, lifting up
community voices, and creating systems that work for everyone. By coming
together, we can shape a truly inclusive future — one where no one is left behind.

Acclaimed Playwright, Filmmaker, and Actor Marco
Calvani To Be Honored at Upwardly Global’s 25th
Anniversary Gala

MARCO

CALVANI

We are excited to announce that acclaimed playwright, filmmaker, and actor Marco
Calvani will be honored at our Brighter Futures Together Gala, happening
September 24, 2025, in New York City.

Marco’s bold, human-centered storytelling spans theater, film, and television,
capturing the immigrant experience with emotional depth and urgency. Originally
from ltaly, Marco’s journey as an immigrant artist reflects the mission of Upwardly
Global: to uplift the lives and careers of immigrants and refugees.

Read more about his incredible work, and view his award-winning short “The
View From UpHere.”

Celebrate 25 Years of Upwardly Global: Brighter
Futures Together Gala

September 24, 2025
Upwardly : Tribeca 360° | New York City

BRIGHTER FUTURES Sponsorships and Tickets »
Gala 2025

Join us in New York City for the 2025 Brighter Futures Together Gala! We're
thrilled to honor two champions of inclusion spotlighting the stories of newcomers in
their work: Mariana van Zeller, investigative journalist and host and executive
producer for National Geographic and Marco Calvani, award-winning writer,
director, actor, and filmmaker.

At a time when immigrants face growing uncertainty, your support helps unlock
opportunity — ensuring that newcomers can contribute their skills, thrive, and
belong.

Secure your sponsorship, purchase a ticket, or make a donation today.

They were doctors — then they had to start over.

They were told to start over.
INTERNATIONALLY TRAINED,

FINALLY MATCHED.
——

They’ve cared for patients in hospitals, clinics, and conflict zones. They’ve delivered
babies, managed chronic conditions, and responded to emergencies. But when
internationally trained doctors arrive in the U.S., they’re told to start from scratch.

Meet Salma, Yousef, and Yaroslav — three inspiring doctors who refused to give
up on their calling. Their stories are a powerful reminder of what’s possible when
talent meets opportunity.

Discover how these resilient doctors reignited their medical careers — and
how Upwardly Global helped make it possible.

Partner Spotlight: Celebrating Two Years of Impact
in Michigan

UPWARDLY GLOBAL PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
Upwardly Global

GLOBAL \ .
DETROIT Celebrating 2 Years

“'*Q"a"’ﬁ"l S} of Impact in Michigan

In partnership with the Michigan Global Talent Initiative and the Michigan Works!
Association, Upwardly Global is unlocking new pathways to career success for
immigrant and refugee professionals across Michigan.

Through the Michigan Skilled Immigrant Integration Program (Ml SIIP), over 600 job
seekers have already received culturally competent coaching, upskilling
opportunities, and career support — tripling initial enroliment goals. Behind every
number is a powerful human story, proving that inclusive workforce development is
not just possible but transformative.

Read more about our partnership.

Staff Spotlight: Neil Shevlin — The Power of
Pur pose

STAFF SPOTLIGHT

I volunteered [with Upwardly Global], and
on my very first call, I coached a Ukrainian

job seeker.

I knew I had found my place.”

Neil Shevlin

EMELCMENT SERCES LEAD

From polishing hearses in Ireland to coaching newcomers in California, Neil
Shevlin’s journey is rooted in empathy and driven by purpose. After two decades in
tech, Neil followed a calling that led him to Upwardly Global — first as a volunteer,
now as an Employment Services Lead, helping others rebuild their careers and lives.

Read more about his inspiring story.

Upwardly Global Updates — Call for Volunteers,
Resources for Employers, Updated Workforce
Partners Course

Calling Healthcare and Engineering Professionals:

Volunteer With Upwardly Global

Upwardly Global isseeking volunteers with backgrounds in
healthcare and engineering — especially in civil, mechanical,
oil and gas, and electrical fields — to support immigrant and
refugee professionals in rebuilding their careers in the U.S.
Ready to make an impact? Sign up to be a volunteer at
Upwardly Global.

Resources for Employers: Employer Working

Group Meeting Recap

Inour July Employer Working Group meeting, we unveiled the
launch of “Upwardly Global Fetch,” an Al-powered integration
with HiredScore (a Workday company) that streamlines access
to skilled immigrant and refugee talent. We also shared key
immigration policy updates and explored how returnships can
open doors for professionals re-entering the workforce. Read
the full recap on our blog.

Attention Workforce Partners: New and Improved

A “Working With Newcomers” Course
o Upwardly Global has just launched an improved version of our
Lea rn I n g “Working With Newcomers” course for coaches. The update
includes more practical coaching strategies for the U.S. job
market, a new framework for navigating cultural differences
with concrete examples, and refreshed materials throughout.

Upwardly Global

Are you an existing partner and ready to dive in? Check out
the updated course here. Interested in learning more about
this resource? Contact us here.
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