
Dear Friend,

I’m thrilled to share some exciting news as we continue to build momentum in our
25th anniversary year.

Please join me in congratulating Alice Kang on her promotion to President and
welcoming Alexis Williams as our new Chief Revenue Officer.

Alice, who joined us earlier this year as Chief Marketing and Communications
Officer, now steps into the role of President. With over two decades of leadership
in the nonprofit and tech sectors, she brings a strong track record of guiding global
teams through growth and transformation. Rooted in her lived experience as the
daughter of Korean immigrants, Alice’s leadership will help us deepen our impact
and expand opportunities for immigrants and refugees.

Alexis joins us with a powerful blend of business development, strategic
fundraising, and operational expertise. She most recently served as Chief
Development Officer at SHARE Equity, and previously led Echoing Green’s
historic $75M capital campaign. Her vision and leadership will be key to advancing
our fundraising and revenue efforts, helping us scale our mission and reach.

We are energized by the talent, passion, and commitment Alice and Alexis bring to
Upwardly Global. Their leadership marks a new chapter of innovation and growth,
and I’m confident they will help us move forward with purpose and impact.

Onward and upward,

Steven Ostler
Interim CEO

For Upwardly Global’s 25th anniversary, we’re proud to honor two luminaries from
the world of media and entertainment, both embodying the power of storytelling to
create understanding and opportunity.

Mariana van Zeller, Emmy and Peabody award-winning investigative journalist and
host of National Geographic’s “Trafficked,” has spent two decades placing viewers “in
somebody else’s shoes” through her reporting from war zones, black markets, and
border crossings. As an immigrant herself, she understands what it means to start
over and believes that creating opportunities is the real solution to global challenges.
Read her full story.

Marco Calvani — acclaimed playwright, filmmaker, and actor — has made it his
mission to put marginalized voices in the forefront of storytelling. From his debut film
exploring a Syrian refugee's experience to his nuanced portrayal of immigrant life on
screen, Marco uses his platform to speak up for those seeking better opportunities
and belonging. Read his full story.

Just as Upwardly Global removes barriers to help immigrant and refugee
professionals restart their careers, both honorees have dedicated their work to
opening doors and creating opportunities through the power of authentic storytelling.

Celebrating 25 Years: Honoring Voices That Open
Doors to Opportunity

Join us at Upwardly Global's 25th anniversary gala.

Upwardly Global Community Stories

Modernizing Our Data Foundation: Transforming
Our 12-Year Database for the AI Era

The past six months saw Upwardly Global laying the groundwork for the integration
of AI-powered tools that will enhance the way we serve immigrant and refugee
professionals. 

In preparation for these ethical AI solutions, Upwardly Global completed a major
overhaul of our 12-year Salesforce database, focused on improving data quality,
streamlining workflows, improving user experience, and building a foundation for
advanced analytics.

Read about our data refresh journey, key insights, and recommendations.

Alum Spotlight: Filipp — “I want to make people less
vulnerable.”
Filipp, an international medical graduate (IMG)from Russia, 
arrived in Chicago in 2019 with a deep commitment to serving
others. His story is one of resilience, mentorship, and the
importance of policy change as he navigates the very complex
path to relicensure that IMGs must take.

Read more about Shorena’s inspiring journey from
newcomer to changemaker.

Staff Spotlight: Lourena — Fueling Change Through Passion
and Advocacy
For Lourena Gboeah, advocacyisn’t just her profession— it’s 

Leadership Council Spotlight: Shorena — Building
Belonging: Shorena Megrelishvili’s Journey from Newcomer
to Leader

 

Read more about how Lourena is helping shape the future of
economic inclusion.

her lifelong calling. From her early days as a refugee from Liberia
to her current role as Program Director at Upwardly Global and
board work for other mission-driven organizations, Lourena has
championed workforce inclusion and policy change for immigrant
and refugee communities.

“Ifelt like a little dot. You’re literally a nobody when you first
move. … If you don’t know how to word your resume or build
your application package, there’s a strong chance no one will
ever see it.” 

When Shorena arrived in U.S. shores at the height of the COVID-
19 pandemic, she faced the daunting task of rebuilding her career
from scratch in the isolation of lockdown. With Upwardly Global’s
help, Shorena successfully navigated the complexities of the U.S.
job market and today serves as co-chair of Upwardly Global’s D.C.
Leadership Council.

Read Filipp’s inspiring story and learn more about a new,
groundbreaking law providing IMGs a new path to
relicensure.

Partner Spotlight: Asian Women for Health

Read more about how this collaboration empowers job
seekers and strengthens healthcare access.

Through a powerful partnership, Asian Women for Health
(AWFH) and Upwardly Global are training immigrant and refugee
professionals to become certified Community Health Workers.
Together, we’re providing job-readiness skills, coaching, and
certification pathways that prepare newcomers to become
trusted connectors between their communities and the
healthcare system.

Upwardly Global in the News

Upwardly Global was featured in Modern Healthcare on immigration policy’s
impact on hospital staffing.

Upwardly Global alumna Vanessa Rosales was featured in a New York
Amsterdam article on immigrant healthcare workers’ challenges.

Donate Today
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